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Prison systems are all about numbers: average incarceration rates, race and gender ratios, average 

length of sentences both handed down and served, cost to house and feed and guard…. Any look at the 

numbers tells us that the U.S. ‘Corrections System’ is in need of corrections on a number of fronts. And 

so first, here in the Granite State, let us share some very recent successes with you.  

New Hampshire has been one of the more enlightened states overall, in terms of its prison system. U.S. 

News and World Report has us currently listed as #2 in the nation for “corrections”, which includes 

overall incarceration rates and levels of parity in minority vs. majority populations. 

In May, I’m sure you’ve all heard, New Hampshire abolished the death penalty. We were the last New 

England state to do so, and the 21st state overall (also behind Washington D.C. and Puerto Rico). We 

made it into the first 50 percent of states, so perhaps we should congratulate ourselves. 

In June, our state received a $2 million, federal ‘State Opioid Response’ grant that will be spent on 

improving addiction treatment measures in our prisons. Inmates will now be able to sign up for a ‘MAT 

(Medication-Assisted Treatment) program’ that expands the availability of addiction medication, 

includes addiction counseling, and employs a transition coordinator to ensure that the prescriptions 

transfer to the ‘outside’ when the inmate is released. New Hampshire is only the 7th state to institute 

this effort. 

A law clarifying the voting rights of people convicted of felonies was signed into law in July. The law 

already on the books stated that they could vote after their ‘final discharge’, without defining what that 

meant. The new law specifies that citizens can vote as soon as they are released from incarceration and 

need not wait for parole or probation to end. It also requires that parole officers receive training on 

voting rights and that the prisons inform inmates in writing of these rights. 

Also, in July, our State Government repealed a law allowing prisons to bill inmates for the expense of 

keeping them, if it is determined that the person in question might have sufficient assets to pay all or 

part. Incarceration in New Hampshire currently costs just over $34,000 per year on average, with an 

average total expense of just over $100,000.  

Nonetheless, convicts remain, both in and out of prison, one of our country’s most forgotten and 

neglected minorities. Addiction fuels only too many of the offenses that lead to a jury of one’s peers. 

Addicts can be friends, family, even ourselves. We know we need treatment more than punishment. But 

punishment we get, exacerbating the depression and frustration that perhaps turned us toward 

substance abuse in the first place. 

While the government has been making slow, small steps toward humane laws, a few local groups have 

made brilliant efforts as well. Perhaps you have heard of the softball team from St. Matthew’s in 

Goffstown with staff from Diocesan House, coordinated by Benge Ambrogi, which plays in a summer 

league with a team at the New Hampshire Correctional Facility for Women. These brief hours of normal, 

fun interaction are a balm against the dehumanization experienced by the incarcerated. 



The ‘Connections’ reading program, sponsored by New Hampshire Humanities, fosters literacy and a 

love of reading by leading groups of inmates through a book discussion. The participants are recorded as 

they take turns reading aloud, and the recordings are shared with their children at home, who are also 

reading the same book. So not only does this effort educate and entertain, it also helps prisoners to 

maintain those sometimes fragile connections with their loved ones, to whom they will need to return. 

You see, State Institutions need initiatives that yield quantitative data. They don’t have patience for 

efforts that return only anecdotal results. But we are not numbers and being fully Human is impossible 

without the richness of healthy human interaction. Private groups focus on that need, having faith that 

their work will yield fruit that the volunteers themselves may never see. It is on behalf of one such group 

that we appeal to you now.  

The ChIPs (Children of Incarcerated Persons) program helps kids in New Hampshire inmates’ lives, 

whether they be sons or daughters, or grandchildren. Our organization collects donations of toys and 

books, sorts them into age and gender-based piles, then lets each eligible prisoner choose a gift 

specifically for his or her child. At the New Hampshire State Prison for Men (our largest prison), 

volunteers then wrap the gifts. Later the prison hosts a party, where inmates are able to give those gifts 

to their family members. Each child gets both a toy and a book. 

Here’s what you can do:  

You may drop off gifts or monetary donations at your church. The delegates to the Diocesan Convention 

will bring your gifts to the Convention on November9th where they will be transported to St. Paul’s 

School for sorting. The dates for sorting are tentatively set for the second week in November. (Call 432-

7679 or 867-4590 for more information OR email maggie.ciancio@gmail.com)  

There are many other ways you can help: 

 1. You can purchase a gift directly or contribute $25. If you decide to make a monetary donation, please 

make out your check to the Diocese of New Hampshire with ChIPs written on the memo line of the 

check.  

2. You can volunteer to collect gifts and serve as your parish’s contact. 

3. You can help sort the gifts at St. Paul’s School. 

4. You can help with wrapping of the gifts at the New Hampshire State Prison for Men in Concord. (The 

date for wrapping has not yet been set but is usually in early December.) 

5. You can collect note cards for use in the prison. 

For more information, or if you wish to volunteer, please contact me, Margaret Mackie-Ciancio, at 603 

432-7679 (home) or 867 4590 (cell) or at maggie.ciancio@gmail.com.  

Gift Guidelines: 

 We group gifts according the following age groups: birth to 1; ages 2 to 4; ages 5 to 7; ages 8-11; and 

ages 12-15 

 Gifts should not exceed $25 (original retail value). 
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One $25 gift is preferable to five $5 gifts as it is difficult to group items together to equal a $25 gift 

 If you don’t want to purchase a $25 gift, any monetary donation will be gladly accepted. 

Books are a separate category and our goal is to provide each child with a gift and a book (both hard 

cover and paperback books are appropriate). 

If you purchase a gift that requires batteries, please purchase those as well and attach them to the gift. 

It’s so discouraging to receive a gift with no batteries. 

 Consider buying a gift that would be appropriate for both boys and girls such as balls or board games. 

 Don’t forget the older children. It is often easier to buy gifts for younger children. There is always a 

shortage of gifts for older children. 

 No used items, homemade items, or gift cards can be accepted. The following items are NOT 

acceptable: jewelry, balloons, crayons, play dough, glue, bubbles, make up, long sticks, knitting needles, 

crochet hooks, paint brushes, glass items, clothing, sharp tools or toy weapons of any kind. 

 Thanks for all your help, 

Maggie Mackie-Ciancio 


